Article for Newsletters (internal or external)

[Your Organization] Joins the Energy Star( Million Monitor Drive

We are taught from an early age that a good night’s sleep is essential.  Today, this rule applies to technology too, and  [your organization] has just found that putting its computer monitors to “sleep” every night is not only good for the organization’s bottom line, but also for the environment. 

Energy wasted by glowing idle computer monitors costs offices across the country about $900 million a year.   Power management features found in computer monitors, which place a monitor in a low-power sleep mode during periods of inactivity, are the key to preventing wasted energy and money.  

Energy Star(, an energy efficiency program managed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, has asked that organizations become a part of the Million Monitor Drive, an effort to activate monitor power management on one million computer monitors. Joining the Million Monitor Drive, [your organization] enabled [or has pledged to enable] the power management features on [number of total computers in organization] computer monitors, 

This initiative will save more than [# computers x 200 kWh/computer] kWh over the next year, or enough electricity to power [divide kWh by 866 kWh/per home] U.S. homes for one month.  At [your electricity rate] cents per kWh, [your organization] will see an annual savings of [multiply kWh by your electricity rate].  And, because reduced energy generation means less pollution, [your organization] is also helping the environment. 

"Every watt counts,” said [organization spokesperson]. “[Your organization] is committed to using energy efficiently, and the simple act of powering down our computer screens is helping us reduce our energy use, save money and set a positive example in the community.” 

Computers are only used an average of four hours each business day, but continue to consume energy even when idle.  Much of the energy used by computers and monitors is wasted because 65 percent of computers and monitors are left on at night and 45 percent of monitors are not enabled for power management.  Energy Star is helping organizations like [your organization] eliminate waste by contributing to the Million Monitor Drive.

“Energy Star is happy to recognize [your organization] for its commitment to saving energy and protecting the environment,” said Steve Ryan of EPA Program Manager.  “If every business in the United States follows [your organization]’s example and enables its computer monitors for power management, the country could save more than 11 billion kWh of electricity, and the reduction in air pollution would be equal to removing 1.5 million cars from the road for one year.”

To learn more about the “Sleep is Good” campaign, or to learn how you can make a difference, visit www.energystar.gov/powermanagement.

