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Bay Area Goes to Sleep

Using Computers to Save Energy, Money, and the Environment

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S Department of Energy’s (DOE) Energy Star® program recognized the California Bay Area on August 13 for putting computer monitors to sleep, helping California save money, energy, and the     environment.
 Using new software developed by Energy Star, businesses, schools, and governments in the area have enabled power management features on thousands of computer monitors, allowing monitors to enter into low power mode during periods of inactivity.   

Working closely with Energy Star and PG&E, the City of Gilroy, Alameda County, Mills College, The Trust for Public Land, Goodwill Industries, and East Bay Municipal Utility District enabled more than 3,000 computer monitors with EZ Save software, becoming among the first organizations in the country to join the Energy Star power management campaign. 

This initiative, coupled with turning computers off at night, will save the Bay Area more than 600,000 kWh over the next year, or enough electricity to light 1,000 California homes for one month.  At 10 cents per kWh, these organizations will see an annual savings of $60,000.   

"Every watt counts. The simple act of powering down your computer screen will conserve energy in the long run," said Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown. "Oakland can serve as a model for the rest of the nation in how to use energy wisely."
In California, approximately 6.5 million computers and monitors consume more energy than all other forms of office equipment combined, about 4.6 billion kWh per year.  By adopting Energy Star-recommended power management practices, California could 

save 2.6 billion kWh per year, enough electricity to light the Golden Gate Bridge for 6,000 years.
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"Power management of computer monitors is an easy way to save energy and cut operational costs," said Jack Colbourn, Chief of Grants, Program and Integration Office for EPA Region 9.  "To assist organizations with implementing monitor power management, Energy Star developed the EZ Save software that permits network administrators to enable hundreds, or even thousands, of monitors from a central location in little time and at no cost."

On average, computers are used four hours per business day, but continue to consume energy even when idle.  Most of the energy used by computers and monitors is wasted because 60 percent of computers and monitors are left on at night and 40 percent of monitors are not enabled for power management. 

Energy Star has created presentations and workshops and is providing on-site technical support to educate organizations about monitor power management and assist in the use of the EZ Save software.

On July 31, 2001, President Bush signed an Executive Order requiring federal agencies to reduce energy waste and purchase energy-efficient products, such as those carrying the Energy Star label. EZ Save can help the federal government address one of its largest sources of energy waste, computer monitors.


Energy Star, jointly managed by the EPA and the DOE, permits consumers to easily identify energy-efficient appliances, electronics, office equipment, lighting, heating and cooling equipment, buildings and homes. For more information about the Energy Star program and monitor power management, visit www.energystar.gov or call 1-888-STAR-YES.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Steve Ryan, 202-564-1254, ryan.steven@epa.gov, 

Jill Vohr, 202-564-9002, vohr.jill@epa.gov.
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