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Monitor Miser Case Study:  A Hardware Solution for Activating Power Management on Windows NT Monitors 
In 1998, Pitney Bowes energy managers realized that energy-efficiency improvements were effective, but the growing use of personal electronic equipment such as computers and faxes threatened to negate the energy-efficiency gains made in other areas.  In fact, personal electronic equipment accounted for the fastest growing increase in energy use throughout Pitney Bowes.

Concerned about this growth in “plug load,” the energy managers were dismayed to find that the corporate-wide computer network migration from Windows 95 to Windows NT had disabled the Energy Star® features that automatically power down inactive monitors. With no software fix available soon, the energy managers decided to install Monitor Miser hardware to power down inactive computers.  Connected to a computer keyboard and power supply, the Monitor Miser automatically adjusts, based on user activity, the period a computer remains inactive before it is powered down to maximize savings while minimizing user inconvenience. 

Before the devices were installed throughout the company’s major facilities, demonstration trials were run on the the computers of the heads of Corporate Facilities and Information Technology.  Once these executives were satisfied with the hardware’s performance, they sent a memo to all facility employees explaining the rationale for, and benefits of, installing Monitor Misers.  After the installation, each computer was outfitted with a sticker indicating it was “Monitor Miser Controlled.”

The results were outstanding.  Pitney Bowes estimates that the 3,300 Monitor Misers saved approximately 1,320,000 kWh annually or over $100,000 per year.  At these energy saving rates, the Monitor Misers paid for themselves in less than 2 years.  To find more information about the Monitor Miser, please go to the website below: 

http://www.bayviewtech.com/html/monitormiser_overview.html
The Facts:


Number of Monitors Enabled: 3,300


Expected Savings:  1.32 million kWh or $100,000 per year
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