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Good morning, I would like to thank you for joining us in recognizing the Bay Area for its continued commitment to using energy wisely.  In particular, we want to thank six Bay Area organizations for becoming among the first in the nation to join Energy Star’s “Sleep is Good” power management campaign.  

I am happy to be here today, and I especially appreciate Mayor Brown for hosting this event.  Due to scheduling conflicts, Congresswoman Barbara Lee couldn’t be with us this morning, but I would like to thank Michael Rubiano from her office for attending. Lastly, I would like to pay special thanks to PG&E, who is administering the Office Equipment Efficiency Program, for helping Energy Star promote energy efficiency and power management throughout the region.  

The organizations we are honoring this morning come from all over the Bay Area, representing local government, higher education, non-profit groups, and the utilities industry.  All of these organizations have one thing in common, a commitment to an energy savings initiative that saves money, energy, and protects the environment –Energy Star power management. 

Through this initiative, Energy Star will educate the nation about the importance of enabling energy-saving features on computer monitors, which permit them to enter low-power “sleep mode” during periods of inactivity, cutting energy by as much as one-half. 

To make the transition to power management easy, Energy Star developed EZ Save software that allows organizations to enable hundreds, or even thousands, of computer monitors at once from a central location.  

To date, more than 3,000 computers in the Bay Area have been equipped with EZ Save software.  I am happy today to recognize the City of Gilroy, Alameda County, Mills College, The Trust for Public Land, Goodwill Industries, and the East Bay Municipal Utility District for their commitment to power management.  Because of their voluntary efforts to use EZ Save software, they are helping California reduce energy consumption, save money, and protect the environment. 

About 34 million people live and work in California, and computers have become a part of their everyday lives.  The 6.5 million computers and monitors in the state consume more energy than all other forms of office equipment combined.  Because 60 percent of computers are left on at night and 40 percent are not enabled for power management, they waste about 2.6 billion kWh of electricity each year.  That’s enough electricity to light 5 million California homes for one month and represents about $260 million in potential savings. 

How much can one organization save though?  Quite a bit.  In fact, adopting Energy Star power management practices could save 200,000 kWh a year for every 1,000 computers, or about $20,000 annually.

The Bay Area has been instrumental in paving the way for energy efficiency and should serve as a model for others in California and the entire nation.  By using technology to increase the efficiency of our energy resources, we can conserve the energy we have and enjoy more economic productivity with less impact on our environment.

In these energy-efficiency efforts, the EPA, private industry, and the Bay Area are partners. And, we look forward to our continued work with Mayor Brown, Congresswoman Lee, and the others here today to help California save energy, money and the environment.

Thank you. 

