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Energy Star ( 2002 Heating FAQs
This winter, you can take the chill out of wintertime energy bills and contribute to a cleaner environment by choosing products that have earned the Energy Star and by sealing your home inside and out.  

Why choose Energy Star qualified products?

If your home’s heating equipment is 15 years old or older, it is probably time for a more efficient replacement.  When you ask for Energy Star, you choose a heating product that meets strict energy efficiency guidelines set by the US Environmental Protection Agency.  A more energy-efficient home costs less to heat and cool and can improve both its comfort and value. And when you use less energy, your home is responsible for less air pollution. If just one household in 10 bought Energy Star qualified heating and cooling equipment, the change would keep more than 17 billion pounds of polluting gases out of the air. 

What are the potential savings?

Almost half of a home’s energy use goes to heating and cooling. Energy Star qualified heating and cooling equipment, sized and installed correctly, with properly sealed ducts, can save consumers as much as 20% of their annual energy costs.

What heating products earn the Energy Star?

· Boilers: An Energy Star qualified boiler uses technology such as electric ignition and sealed combustion to require 10% less energy than a standard model.  
· Air-Source and Geothermal Heat Pumps: Electric air-source heat pumps are about 20% more efficient than standard heating equipment. They can save you as much as $130 every year in energy costs.  Geothermal heat pumps use 30% less energy than comparable equipment.  They can save you up to $200 each year. 
· Furnaces: One in four furnaces in US homes is more than 20 years old. Older furnaces cost you more to operate per year than new, high-efficiency Energy Star qualified furnaces that are 15% more efficient than standard models and contribute to a cleaner environment.
· Programmable Thermostats: With four programmable settings, Energy Star qualified thermostats can help you maintain comfort in your home while optimizing temperature control and energy savings.  An Energy Star programmable thermostat will save about $100 each year when used properly.  
How can I get Energy Star qualified heating products?

Request Energy Star from your local contractor.  The US EPA encourages you to use NATE-certified contractors when possible (www.natex.org).  Your contractor should be able to properly calculate the size you need, accurately measure airflow, and perform a quality installation. 

Are there other ways I can save on energy costs and reduce pollution?

Yes!  Seal your home.  The more heat escapes through leaky doors and windows, improperly sealed ducts or poorly insulated walls, the harder your heating equipment has to work and the more you will pay this winter. 

Where can I get more information on Energy Star heating and personalized recommendations to improve my home’s comfort?

Go to www.energystar.gov and click on “Products” or “Put your home to the test,” or call 1-888-STAR-YES (1-888-782-7937) to learn more.  

What is Energy Star?

Energy Star gives consumers energy-efficient choices for more than 35 product categories for home and office. Each qualified product meets strict guidelines set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the US Department of Energy (DOE). The Energy Star program is a partnership between government, consumers, manufacturers, retailers and other industry organizations united by a common goal: to help protect our environment for future generations by changing to more energy-efficient practices today.
www.energystar.gov
Energy Star Hotline: 1-888-STAR-YES
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