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Department of Energy

Washington, DC 20585

July 9, 2001

Dear Energy Star Windows Stakeholder:

Recent changes to state energy codes in several states have resulted in situations where the energy performance requirements of state energy codes will exceed the current qualification criteria for Energy Star windows in all or parts of those states. 

· Florida, South Carolina and Texas have adopted the International Energy Conservation Code and/or the International Residential Code. In these states the U-factor and/or the solar heat gain coefficient requirements for the reference case under the code are more stringent than the Energy Star criteria. 

· In California recent revisions to the state’s energy code, Title 24, establish U-factor and solar heat gain coefficient criteria that are more stringent than the Energy Star criteria in a large portion of the state.

The Energy Star label was established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of Energy (DOE) to promote products that are more efficient than standard products.  It would be inconsistent with the criteria for other Energy Star product and program categories if the specification for windows were less stringent than energy code requirements in major sections of the country.  Consequently, DOE has decided that the specification for Energy Star qualified windows must be examined concurrently with these code changes to decide if or how it should be adjusted.

DOE is also considering adding new criteria for partially glazed doors, at the suggestion of several product manufacturers.  The manufacturers’ proposed criteria are available from D&R International (see below for contact information).

Process and Schedule

DOE would like to enlist the help of Energy Star partners in identifying options to address any potential changes to the Energy Star specification in response to the code changes.   DOE therefore requests comments from stakeholders in the window industry on this issue, and on the proposed criteria for partially glazed doors. DOE is limiting this process to the consideration of options to address the energy code changes and comments on the proposed criteria for partially glazed doors only.  Comments addressing other issues will not be considered.  DOE has established the following schedule and process for evaluating options to address the issues listed above:

Moderated conference call to discuss issues


mid-July

Initial stakeholder comment period



comments due August 3

Review of comments by DOE




August 3 – 17

DOE issues draft recommendation to stakeholders

August 20

Stakeholder comment period on DOE recommendation
comments due Sept. 9

Final Revisions (if necessary)




September 17

Implement revisions (if necessary)



January 1, 2002

DOE will send out a notice to stakeholders with the time and call-in number for the conference call in mid-July.  If you would like a copy of the door manufacturers’ proposed criteria, or if you have other questions or comments, please contact:

D&R International

147 Commercial Street NE

Salem, OR 97301

windows@drintl.com
503-364-4146 fax
We welcome your comments and participation in this process as we move forward together.

Sincerely,
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William Noel

Program Manager, Energy Star
Office of Building Technology, State and Community Programs

U.S. Department of Energy










