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ENERGY STAR Homes Reach 100,000 Mark

Over 100,000 homes are now ENERGY STAR qualified! When the EPA began working with homebuilders just 7 years ago, only 55 homes in the US were ENERGY STAR qualified.  Now more than 2000 partners in all 50 states are building and supporting Energy Star qualified homes, and over 50 of the top 100 builders have at least one division building ENERGY STAR.  ENERGY STAR continues to prove that incorporating energy efficiency into home building is good for business and the environment. 

EPA Press Release 

2003 ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year Awards


On Tuesday, April 15, EPA Administrator Christie Whitman recognized 39 organizations as winners of the 2003 ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year Awards. These organizations have made outstanding contributions to reducing greenhouse gas emissions through energy efficiency.

This year’s award winners for ENERGY STAR qualified homes included: Astoria Homes, Clayton Homes, Pardee Homes, California ENERGY STAR New Homes Program, CenterPoint Energy, Oncor Electric Delivery Company, Wisconsin Focus on Energy, Energy Sense, Guaranteed Watt Saver System – West, and the Las Vegas Breakfast Club – a group of Las Vegas partners that teamed up to create a successful ENERGY STAR advertising campaign for the Las Vegas market.
· Full list of the 39 winning businesses and organizations PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=PDF"
· EPA Press Release 

· Award Winner Profiles PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=PDF"
2004 ENERGY STAR Award Applications Available

It’s that time again!  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) are pleased to announce that the applications for the 2004 ENERGY STAR Awards are now posted on the ENERGY STAR web site, at energystar.gov/awards.  Completed applications are due to EPA no later than December 5, 2003.  The 2004 ENERGY STAR Awards Ceremony will take place on March 2, 2004 at the Capital Hilton in Washington, D.C.

Please Note: 

The New Homes Partner of the Year Award recognizes partners instrumental in helping the program achieve its goal of market transformation.   Accordingly, EPA will only consider New Homes Partner of the Year applications from partners working in markets where at least 10% of the new homes are ENERGY STAR qualified.   The Partner of the Year Awards are not to be confused with the New Homes Achievement Awards, which are given to builders, verification organizations, utilities, and other sponsoring program that meet specific thresholds for number of ENERGY STAR Qualified Homes built, verified, or sponsored.  There is no application associated with these awards.   EPA will automatically send New Homes Achievement Award plaques in July to all qualifying organizations.
New Builder Partner Recruitment Brochure

ENERGY STAR has updated the brochure explaining the benefits of ENERGY STAR participation for homebuilders.  It is called "Join the ENERGY STAR Partnership." This brochure can be ordered for free from the ENERGY STAR Hotline (1-888-782-7937).  View it at energystar.gov/homes/resources.
Advertising Partnership in Demand

This year, partners in 12 cities are participating in EPA’s advertising partnership – up from 7 cities last year.  Partners cooperatively place advertising for an 8- to 13-week period in a major local newspaper (or make an equivalent investment in other types of advertising) to promote ENERGY STAR qualified new homes.  In those markets, EPA will also place equivalent advertising in the major local paper.  This year, ENERGY STAR will be featured in Las Vegas, Phoenix, Orlando, Houston, Salt Lake City, Provo, and, St. George Utah, Boise, Idaho Falls, Beaumont, TX, Oklahoma City, and Myrtle Beach, SC.  The ad campaigns vary in length, but generally will run from Spring through Fall, 2003.

ENERGY STAR piloting Lighting Package

Lighting accounts for 10 to 15 percent of the total energy used in homes.  The typical home equipped with whole-house energy-efficient lighting can expect to reduce annual energy bills by as much as $100 to $150. This is in addition to the $300 to $400 a typical ENERGY STAR qualified home can save on heating, cooling and hot water energy use.   Now that a wide range of energy-efficient lighting options is available, EPA is piloting the use of ENERGY STAR qualified light fixtures in ENERGY STAR qualified homes. The goal of the “ENERGY STAR Lighting House Pack” is to capture substantial energy savings and pollution prevention available from lighting. 

EPA is working to finalize the technical specifications for the ENERGY STAR Lighting House Pack and plans to pilot the initiative this summer with about 15 large production builders.  In addition to meeting the technical specifications, participating builders will also be expected to satisfy marketing and sales commitments.  EPA in turn will be working with lighting manufacturers to equip model homes for free and to provide extra marketing support.  ENERGY STAR will be launching this exciting new marketing opportunity for builder partners later this year.

